Call for Papers
IV International Conference
 «Orthodox Scientists in the Modern World»

Second Round, 

Dedicated to the 200th anniversary of the birth of St. Theophane the Recluse
(1815-1894)
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The topic of the conference’s 2nd round: 

Orthodox traditions of the Russian people as a moral and spiritual basis of national education and parenting 
Orel, Russia
12-13 November, 2015
Hosts of the Conference: 

Multiregion Public Outreach Organization 
‘Association of Orthodox Scientists’
Orel Metropole
Orel Regional Administration
FSBEI HPO ‘Orel State University’
Orel Branch of The Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration
FSBEI HPO State University ESPC
FSBEI HPO «Orel State Agrarian University»

 FSBEI HPO «Orel State Institute of Arts and Culture»

FSBEI HPO «Orel State Institute of Economics and Trade»

Moral and spiritual values are crucial in parenting and educating of a mature person. In a traditional Russian pedagogics schooling was only a component part of learning process. Russia has revealed to the world thousands of St.s, who are ethic paragons for all generations on the earth. One of these paragons is represented by the life and activity of the Orel region’s son, an outstanding Russian ecclesiastical writer St. Theophane the Recluse. The governments, educational systems and regimes are changing, and moral ideal stays the same, being eternal.
For a successful parenting process cooperation of the Church, state and society is necessary. Today more than ever it is important to create the conditions for building a system of training for students and pupils on the basis of the moral law – so that every aspect of education was not considered independently, but from the perspective of a single centripetal threshold – the eternal spiritual values.
It is the issue that the current round of the regular conference ‘Orthodox scientist in the modern world’ is devoted to, held on the basis of Orel’s five universities.
Scientists, lecturers of universities, colleges and institutes of advanced training, graduate students, undergraduates and students are invited to participate in the conference.
RESEARCH AREAS
I. Orthodox Spirituality and Russian Culture
Discussion Questions:

· The courses and subjects of Orthodox orientation (the basics of Orthodox culture, theology, Old Church Slavonic, literature and Orthodoxy etc.) in a modern school and higher education institute; their role in restitution of moral and spiritual priorities in the national education.
· ‘If you want to ruin the people, destroy their language’ (A.S. Shishkov).  Speech culture issues in education, politics, business and everyday communication. 
· Orthodoxy as an internal form of the Russian literature.

· Russian history and philosophy: Orthodox dimension.

II. Orthodoxy and Patriotism
Discussion Questions:

· Orthodox origins of Russian patriotism.
· Spiritual, moral and patriotic education: the unity in diversity;

· Spiritual security of the national education.

· The role of Orthodox spirituality in the patriotic education of the civil and military institutions. 
III. The Role of Youth Organizations and Volunteer Movement in the Formation of Moral Guids of Young People 
Discussion Questions:

· Youth associations as a form of spiritual and moral education of the youth.
· Orthodox educational centers and associations in higher education institutes: the issue of creating and interacting with the administration and the student union.
· Orthodox Church and the volunteer movement.
· The forms and methods of organizing the volunteer movement.
IV. Orthodox Traditions and Values in Aesthetic Education, Art Education and Culture- and Awareness-Building Efforts at University 
Discussion Questions:

· ‘The language of beauty is harmony, incident to both soul and body, but God is the finest’ (K.D. Ushinsky). The aesthetic and moral values as interrelated forms of the eternal and perfect ideal of goodness and beauty.

· Orthodoxy and Russian musical aesthetics.

· The issue of the formation of Christian value systems of young people in the media scene.
V. Moral Law as the Basis of Building Economic and Ecological Culture of Students 
Discussion Questions:

· Spiritual culture of the mankind as an alternative to the monetary and materialistic view of history and economics.
· Building moral and economic awareness of students in the educational process at high schools and colleges.
·  Observance of the moral law as a basic prerequisite for the natural environment conservation.
· Spiritual and moral development and the development of students’ environmental consciousness: the parallels and interrelations.
VI. The Spiritual and Moral Aspects of Professional Labor Nurturing of Students at Universities and Colleges  
Discussion Questions:

· The professional and personal formation of students in the process of studying the humanities and sciences.

· The unity and interrelation of the ecological, moral and aesthetic aspects of professional work.

· Labor nurturing of students in the extracurricular activities.

· ‘Labor is the guardian of virtue’ (St. Isaac the Syrian). Orthodox view of labor nurturing.
VII. Ways to create a system of continuous spiritual and moral education and upbringing: kindergarten-school-high school 
Discussion Questions:
· ‘Christian faith is not a doctrine, but a way of restoring the fallen’ (St. Theophane the Recluse): development of the moral law as the most important task of schooling.

· The role and place of school subjects of spiritual and moral orientation at modern school.

· The education of the mind, will and feelings of pupils by means of general subjects.
· ‘To educate a person is to determine the fate of the nation’ (N.V. Maslov). The interaction of the different levels of the education system in the spiritual and moral upbringing of the younger generation. 
PROCEDURE OF PARTCIPATION 
To participate in the conference you should send the application form and report to the Organizing Committee. The deadline for submission: 
· the application with the explicate report summary (half page) and the article – until 15th September 2015 г.

Application forms and report papers are to be sent to: thessaloniki.2015@yandex.ru (with the research area in the Subject). 

For further information and clarifying questions contact thessaloniki.2015@yandex.ru
There should be one or two unzipped files attached to the e-mail, e.g. – the application form (John_Doe_application.doc.) and / or the article (John_Doe_article.doc.). All participants of the conference can publish one report, including co-authored papers.
IV International Conference ‘Orthodox Scientist in the Modern World’ 
Application Form
(is to be filled in and attached to the e-mail)

	1. Surname, first name and patronymic (in full)
	

	2. Academic credentials
	

	3. Employer / college
	

	4. Contributors
	

	5. Paper title
	

	6. Research area (from the above mentioned) 
	

	7. Form of participation (delivering the report, publishing the report)
	

	8. Contact number
	

	9. E-mail
	

	10. Correspondence address
	

	11. Do you need accommodation? 
	

	12. Do you need the official invitation to the conference? (employer’s full name, address, fax and e-mail)
	


Coordinators:

Voronezh: 

Alla Sergeyevna Glazeva +7 908 134 74 17; 

Elena Igorevna Timashova +7 952 547 88 79;

Orel:

Irina Vladimirovna Shchekotikhina +7 953 617 70 41 

Alla Aleksandrovna Abramova +7953 619 47 72

Additional Information: 

· Orthodox Scientists Association website: http://www.ortsci.ru
· Orel regional branch of OSA website: http://oroopu.nethouse.ru/
